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77 . Ml honeſt Jew, notwithſtanding „ 
his extravagant prejudices, has proved, to : 
the conviction of many people, that you are | 
no Chriftian, This, I underſtand, is a kind 
of Proof which you cannot ealily digeſt 3 
„„ | for, - A» 
110 5 3 „„ 


x a. 
55 for, you, doubtleſs, very wiſely judge 58 
it would not, by any means, be for your 
| Intereſt to abandon the name of Chriſtian, | 
although you have long ſince given up the 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity. 
For my own part, bowever, I eannot avoid 
being of nearly the ſame opinion as the Jew: 
in ſupport of which I ſhall make uſe of an 
argument, from Scripture, which he ſeems 
to have overlooked. It is ſaid, If any man 
love God, he will keep his commandment; 
and this is bis commandment, that -we Should 
believe on the name of bis Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
(1 John 1 iii. 23.) Again, If any man have 
not the Spirit of Cbriſ, be is none of bis, 
(Rom. viii. 9.) that is, if I rightly under- 
| ſtand the paſſage, he is no Chriſtian, But 
what is the office of the Spirit here ſpoken 
of? Our Saviour has thus defined it; He 
(faid Chriſt) ſhall glorify ME, (John xvi. 
5 14.) Now, if a man cannot be a Chriſtian 
unleſs the Spirit of Chriſt dwells in him, 
and if it be the buſineſs of this Spirit to 


glorify Chriſt, I think the man, who traduces 


5 and | blaſphemes the perſon and character of 
| | Chriſt, 


« 


cas 


| Chriſt, cannot have this Spirit dwelling i in 
him, and, wiener, can * no brit | 
tian. 5 , 
Let us now 1 to examine 3 
this argument in any manner affects you; 
and whether you have glorified Chriſt like 

thoſe men, of whom it is poſitively affirmed, 
that the Spirit of Chriſt was in them. This | 
I cannot do better than by comparing a few- 


- paſſages out of your writings with ſome of 
theirs; which 1 ſhall n in 10 . | 


i manner. . 


Von fay, 


44 I do not believe the 


Oe miraculousconception 
of Jeſus, but am off i 
2 opinion that he was 
«© the legitimate ſon of 
«. Joſeph.” ' Letters to 
the Jews, Part P- 41. 


As to Luke's account 


of the miraculous con- 
ception, I have eus 


5 The Scriptures lay, 


The ſeed of the woman ſhall 
bruiſe the ſerpentꝰs head. Gen. 
iii. 15. 

TH; Lord hath faid unto me, b 
Thou art my ſon, this day have 
I begotten thee. Pſal. ii. 7. | 

Behold a virgin ſhall conceive 
and bear a ſon. Iſa. vii. 14. 

The foundation, or ſtone, on 
which Chriſtianity was to be. 
built, was to be cut out wvithout 
bands, Dan. ii. 34+ 45 


Mary, the mother of Chriſt, 
was found with child of the Holy 


« that 


Nee ag ns Lukei.35. © 


r ² A > + GEE oo 


— 
fp OO — — PE i ae — 22 is, a 
* 


©; that it 
«© probabilities“ Let- 


P. 9 2M 


> "0 hand Mary, and 


„„ 
"bounds with David called Chriſt Lord, 
how i is he then his ſon? Luke 
X. 44. &c. or 
He is the ly beg atten . 85 
| God, . 18. UW. 65 18. 
Kc. ; 


c the moſt manifeſt 3 im- 


n 


ters to the Jews, * II. 


„ He is 2 man like 


6% gurſelves, the ſon of 


oh 20e his plenary in- 
«*« ſpiration is not to be 
ec: believed.” 72 Free In- 


* „„ 


dx 7 * * * 
B+) : 1 


LY 17 


| 
i 
; 


RY 


Aa 
8 — 


viour, Jeſus Chriſt, 


His name ſhall be called Im- 
manuel, i. e. God with us. 
Mar. 1 1. 23. 

' Jeſus is expreſ: ly called God 
and as ſuch worſhipped by the 
leper. See Luke xvii. 12 to 
1 

He made himſelf ag with 
God. John v. 18. x. 33. 

Thomas ſald unto him, My 


7 Lord +4) my God. Ibid. xx. 28. 


Ye denied the Hoty One, 


e Jvsr, and killed the | 


PrINGE of Lies. Adds i Ul. 14, 


TIC 4 


Feed the Church of God, 
which he hath purchaſed with 
bis own blood. Acts. - « oy - 

Chriſt came who is over all, 


ces. bleſſed for ever, Amen. 


Rom. i IX. 5. 
Unto the Son he faith, Th 


_] throne, O God, is for ever and ; 
lever. Heb. i. 8, 


God was manifeſt in the dem. 


3 U Tim, i iii. 16. 


The Great God, and our Sa 
Titus 3 ii. 


IS? 

'T am the fr and the laft : 
15 am 1 4 liveth and Was 
dead. Rev. i. 17, . 


Vou 


Letters to the 


0 


You are charged by} 
Vr. Price (Sermons, p. 
| my with having aſlert- 


ed, in the Theol, Repoſ. 
That r Chriſt vas pee- 


«© cable and fallible like 


% 


-7 68. ourſelves. 


« Jeſaruniformlygil 
70 . all power 
«© wiſdom of his _ 


© 


OPS Cs 


2) 


Chriſt knew no fin. 
v. 21. 

He did no fin, EE was 
guile found in his mouth. 1 
Pet WM. 22. 


In kim is no ſin. 1Joha iii. 5. 


— 


All things are delivered unto 
me of my Father. See Mat. xi. 


and 27. Luke x. 22. John iii. 35. 


v. 20. to 31. xiii. KL xvii. 2, &c. | 


All power is given unto mne, 
in heaven Shed ao earth, Mat. 


Fxxviit. 18. 


All things were made by lies | 


7 4 © - 
* 


IChriſt,) and without him was 
Inot any ching made that was 
made. 


John i- 3. Col. i. 16 
Heb, i. 2. Rev. iv. 11. . 
I have yower to lay down my 
life, and I have power to take 
John x. 1009. 
Jeſus) dwelleth it 
* of the Godhead 


: den: and he is the head of 


9 all Principality and power. Col. 


ws * the wiſdom of God. 


i. 93; 10. 4 
Chriſt is the power of God, 


I Cor. 


Jb. knew their chang 


| Ser Mat. ix. 4. Mark 1i. 6.8, 


IP Luke Vii. 39, &c. 


os not that ry 


knew all men, and need. 
ſhould teſtify of 
8 | for, he knew what was in 
John ii. * 25. See 
alfs ch chap. xvi. 30. & xj. 17. 

Jeſus knew, from the begin- 
who they were that be- 


fang: 
* neved not, and who ſhould be- 


— 


tray 


5 i 
i 5 v, ; . 2 ; : 


ſtray him. John yi. 64. Ads 


8) 


I. 24. 
No man n knoweth the Son but 


the Father: neither knoweth 


any man the Father fave the 
Son, &c. Mat. xi. 27. W 


IX. 22. 


As the Father knoweth me: | 
even ſo. know I the Father. 


5 8 5. 


Your defire toexclude 


Jeſus Chriſt from the 


divine nature is ſo great, 


that you have diſper- 
ſed the moſt bitter and 


violent declamations, 
throughout your wri-| 
tings, againſt the doctrine 
| JO aaron, 
ter as „ abhorrent 


«© to reaſon, a funda- 


4 mental corruption of 
e the Church of Rome,“ 
&c. Letter to Mr. Pitt, 


p. 21, . 


"Os ye, 3 FP teach 
all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Mat. xxviii. 1 | 

I and my Fatter - are one, | 
John x. 30, ) 

All men ſhould honor the 
Son even, as they honor the 
Father. John v. 23. 

. Lam in the Father, and the 
Father-in me. John xiv. 11, 

Father, glorify thy Son, that 
thy Son may alſo glorify thee. 


[All mine are thine, and thine 
are mine, John xvii. 1. 10. 


I will ſend unto you, from 


5 the Father, the Spirit of truth, 


which proceedeth from the Far 


ther; ; he ſhall teſtify of ad 


John xv. 26. | 
All things that the Father 


8 hath are mine. John xvi. 15. f 


The grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the love of God, 
and the communication of che 


IFoly Ghoſt, be with you all. 


* 5 5 0 2 Cor. xiii. 14 


There are Three that bear | 


record i in e the Father, 
the 


\ 1 You, and your great 


C96) 
the Word, and the HolyGhoft ; 
and theſe Three are One. 1 


„ 5 4 „ 


_— 


4 


John v. 7. 


friend, Mr. Lindſey, are 
angry with the Church 
o England, for. paying 

vine honours and wor- 


ſhip: to Chriſt ; which 


I believe you call idola- 


F 
8 ns wt 


Id ſolation, and good hope through 
grace, comfort 


tk 


6 14 's * 
* 5 


& +5 


And they ſtoned Stephen, 
calling upon, — and ſaying, Lord 
Jeſus, receive my Spirit. And 
he kneeled down, and cried 
with a loud voice, Lord, lay 
not this ſin to their charge. 
AQs vii. 59; 60. 

Nowy God himſelf and our 
Father, and the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, direct our way unto 
on. 3 
Now our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


1 Theſ. iii. 11. 


imfelf, and God, even our 


4 = 1 1 5 2 
Father, which hath loved us, 


and. given us everlaſting con- 


our hearts, 
and ſtabliſh you in every good 
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I have made it as 


1 bas. 
1 1 like the angels. pa Rev . xix. 10. 


word and work. 2 Thel. ii. 


16, 17. Re | 
. All the diſciples of Jeſus wor- 
[ſhipped him. 


Luke xxiv. 52. 
A great number of paſſages 


* 


«might. be ſelected from the goſ- 
pels, where it is ſaid Jeſus was 
I prayed to, and worſhipped ; 


but, I believe, no one inſtance 


where he refuſed this kind of 
-. | homage, as Peter did. Acts x. 
26. 
206. 


r like Paul and Barna- 
As xiv. 11 to 18. Or 


1 $15 


* . : 
Xxii. 8. 9. 


* 


A 92 * 2 1 8 
i? 


When 2 man dies, then ſhall 


: 2 *- #46 
dc evident 
: LEI 7 5 . 3 
1 * 
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the duſt return to the carth as 


*. 


— . N wy * 
\ 
' 
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(16 ) 


ce of. hide nature can be, [it was: and the foirit ſhall | 


e that the popular doc- 
cc trine of a ſoul has no 
« foundation in reaſon 1 
or the Scriptures,” but] bo 
©. was horrowed from the 


«© heathen philoſo hy.“ 


| Defences: of. Unztaria- 
_ Anno 3 


OS 


7 
© * 4 * 3 
„„ 
on 


. 
P. v3.4 


4: 
i 4 


1 


— unto God who gave it. 
Ecel; Xii. 7. 
. not them which kill the 
dy, But are not able toskill 
the foul: but rather fear him 
which is able to deſtroy both 
body and foul i in hell. Mat. 
x. 28. 
What i is a man 11550 if be 
el gain the whole world, and 
10 fe his own ſoul? or what ſhall 
a man give in exchange for 
his' foul? Mat. xvi. 26. 
| God {aid unto him, thou fool, 
this night ſhall thy ſoul be re- 
quired pf thee. Luke xii. 20. 
And Jeſus ſaid unto him, 


I to-day: :ſhalt thou be with me 


in paradiſe. Luke xxiii. 43. 


* — 


And they ſtoned Stephen, 


| calling u on God and ſayin 
| Lord ) fas; receive my Spirit. 


Is Vil. 59. 

Ipreſume our Saviour intend. 
ed to ſhew that the doctrine of 
be Soul was taught by Moſes ; 


| dhe 5 od a roof of it (Mark 
N Til) I 


es's ſpeaking of 
he God of Abraham, Iſaac, 


e b, in the preſent tenſe; 
— b 


ould not have been pro- 
Per if their ſouls were not then 
in 712 
e appearance of Moſes on 
* mount of transfiguration 
is another proof of the truth of 


the doctrine of the ſoul. For, 


Mojes, the" ſervantof the!Þvrd, died 
there in the IN Moab, ac 


x | cording to the word of the Lord. 


5 F <= C8: 7 
| By WE 7 he buried þ im in 4 ny 
| Tin the land of- Ka over againff 5 
5 ee , Feuts; xiv. 55 6. 
1 | Hence, I think, it is evident 
Fit muſt have been the -ſoul*- of 
_ | Moſes, which appeared to Chriſt 
land his Apoſtles on the mount: 
for, we do not hear chat his 
. bod .is yet riſen from the dead, 
| he parable of Dives and 
F Lazarus is illuſtrative of this 
5 qoctrinę, as well as many other 
EEE, paſſages of Scripture, too nu- 
. ment to mention here. | 


rs. 


22 oh nn rote 

75 nn a ghoſt, | 

Theſe few ea will ſerve as a ff ber 
cimen of the agreement there is between your 
c novel doctrines“ and the writings of thoſe, 
who, by ſome, are thought to have been inſpired 
men. Many more ſuch modeſt aſſertions 
might be collected from your numerous pub- 
licarions; but the foregoing will, I appre- 
hend, be ſufficient to prove that you can- 
not be called a Chriſtian, unleſs it be in ſome 

exquiſitely refined ſenſe, which is above the 

comprehenſion of any man, of but a com- 
mon underſtanding, like myſelf. I will not, 
"NO wan any more of your ſublime 
B $- di- 


that nothing can 1 much 1 or r pleaſe 


„„ 
diſquiſitions by ſuch « abſurd and corrupt 


tenets, ſo © ſuper-eminently abſurd,” ſo 


te abhorrent to reaſon,” ſo © myſterious and 


3 unintelligible,” ſuch © manifeſt improba- 


bilities,“ as are contained in the Scriptures ; 
for, I am firmly perſuaded you are not- ſo 
unfaſhionable as to believe, or pay any ſerious 
attention to, any thing which can come from 


that quarter. I muſt, however, take the 


liberty to ſay, that I conſider it as rather 
diſingenuous in you to puzzle the ſubſcribers 
to your meeting-houſe with expoſitions of 


Scripture, merely for the ſake of continuing 


their ſubſcriptions, or to extend the ſale of 
the books you make, It 1s really beneath the 
dignity of a philoſopher to attempt to amuſe 
mankind with ſtories, which he himſelf does not 
believe: and ſuch a mode of proceeding ap- 
pears too much like making a gain of god- 
lineſs. It ſeems that, at different periods of 
your life, you have held forth, to your au- 
diences, a Trinitarian, an Arian, a Socinian, ; 
and a Unitarian, God, probably for the ſake 
of novelty; and from a thorough conviction. 


the 


A 
the Engliſh nation, or advance a man's for- 
tune, as conſtantly - furniſhing them with 
ſomething new. Schemes of this kind have 


ſeldom failed; for, within the compaſs of a 


few years only, we have ſeen two great lea- 
ders of adverſe parties, or, to ſpeak more 


plainly, two champions of Calvin and Ar- 


minius, advance, with rapid ſtrides, from 
little ſhort of poverty, to their carriages. 
Mr. Katterfelto, Dr. Graham, and the Iriſh - 
giant, did tolerably well : and now give me 


leave to mention yourſelf, Mr. Lindſey, 
Meſſrs. Johnſon, Humphris, Mendoza, Ry- 


an, and Benjamin the Great, as men who 
are in a thriving way, on account of. your 


| diſcoveries and proficiency in new arts and 


ſciences, I might mention a variety of ani- 


mals alſo; but I proceed to recommend that 


maxim to you, which you ſtrenuouſly urged 
Mr. Pitt to adopt, namely, Honefty is the 
beſt policy; for, if you regulated your con- 


duct by this rule, you might probably have 
the honour to be ranked with your antago- 


niſt, Mr. William Hammon, of Liverpool, 
nn that illuſtrious and dignified ſet of 
. 


— —— 2 „4 „„ — - 


F 1 
- 
PETE "Ivy 4 5 — 
i 


ES 


72 WI EI OO aa nr" ag EE URbpeer * 


6 29 


| beings who are mentioned with 0 much ap- 


probation, Pſalms xiv. 1. & lili. x. 
After you have worſhipped ſuch a variety 


of Gods as are mentioned above, and now 


declare that there is but one, might it not 


be fairly queſtioned if you believe in a God 
of any fore? 


Having done with you as a Chriſtian, we | 
muſt henceforward addreſs ourſelves to you 
in particular, as one of thoſe © philoſophi- 


cal unbelievers,” to whom you have lately 
been writing in general: as it is uſeleſs to 


corifront you with texts of Scripture; for, 
by the help of convexo- concave or concavo- 
convex philoſophical glaſſes, you can mag- 


nify or diminiſh them at your pleaſure z 
— or, with a tranſverſe glaſs you can turn 


them upſide-down, in ſuch a manner, that, 
after you have analyzed, in your way, the 
ſundry texts I have cited above, you can 
make them appear, from the Hebrew or 


Greek, to be exactly the contrary of what, 


in reality, they are! If you cannot poſſibly 


reconcile any manuſcripts of the Bible to 
your: en then a prove the höſtile 


1 


% 8 
paſſages to be ſpurious and interpolated. 
Then, Moſes is © lame in his accounts, 
the prophets are miſinterpreted, the hiſtorical 
parts of Scripture diſagree, and Paul is « an 
_ inconcluſive reaſoner !” What could Her- 
bert, or Hobbes, or Chubb, or Morgan, 
or Tindal, or Hume, or Bolingbroke, or 
Voltaire, do more? Nay, believe, none. 
of them ever went ſo far as you have gone. 
None of them ever employed their ſkill, like 
| you, to confound and deſtroy the order and 
harmony of Scripture. It appears queſtion- 
able to me whether even honeſt John Col- 
lins, or any other man, ever diſplayed | fuch 
talents or {kill, in the miſapplication of Scrip= 
ture, as you have done; unleſs ee e | 
ble perſon, of whom ſuch honourable men- 
tion is made, Mat. iii. John viii. 44, &c. 
may be called a man. But I find you are 
diſpoſed to queſtion the very exiſtence of this 
ſublime Being; ſo that not only the firſt 
and ſecond chapters of St. Matthew and 
Luke will be; conſidered by you as ſpurious 
and improbable, but we may expect to ſee 
22 Letrers to Dr. Price p. 162-3, 


8 Ls 
8 * 4; 
4 


1 


„„ 
the writings of Moſes and the prophets, the 


firſt and ſecond chapters of Job, and ſeveral 


more in the goſpels and epiſtles, CO; to 
be in the ſame predicament. ef 
At preſent, you exclude yourſelf 1 12 


ving the honour to rank with Mr. Hammon; 


for, you ſay, that you believe in a God. 
Who or what this God is, you have not, 1 


believe, yet informed us. It cannot be the 


ſame who is ſpoken of in the Scriptures, be- 
cauſe we are told he is incomprehenſible; 


but you ſeem determined not to believe any 


thing about your God which you cannot 


comprehend. Who or what is he then? 
Probably you have been analyzing human | 


reaſon, and decompoling it into a kind of 
Supreme Mind; and ſo perſuade yourſelf that 
this Deity dwelleth in you ; which notion you' 
might, with a little ſtraining, ' reconcile to 
ſome paſſages of Scripture, and that will 
ferve your turn very well. But there are other 
people whom this mode will not ſatisfy; for, 


they will be apt to conclude, that this God, 


called human reaſon, is deficient in ſuch at- 


| tributes as are eſſential to D, _He has 


not 


(C.J 


not yet arrived at perfection in any of the 


arts and ſciences; for, if they were brought _ 
to perfection, there would be no room for 
the improvements which are daily making 


in them. That ſuch improvements are very 


conſiderable is evident; for, Chambers's Hiſ- 
tory of the Arts and Sciences will not ſell 


for half ſo much, in the ſtate he left it, as 


it will with the account of new diſcoveries, 


added by Dr. Rees. | 
Indeed you formerly had ſome idea of the | 


blindneſs and imperfection of this: God, of 


which you have given this beautiful repre- 
ſentation, in the preface to your Hiſtory of 


Electricity. We ourſelves (the philoſo- 


e phers) ao: by no means, at the top of 
* human ſcience; the mountain ſtill aſcends 


ee beyond our ſight, and we are, in fact, not 


i much above the foot of it.” Again Hi- 


e therto philoſophy has been chiefly conver- 
« fant about the more ſenſible properties of 


ec bodies; electricity, together with che- 


« miſtry, and the doctrine of light and co- 
« Jours, ſeems to be giving us an inlet 


wu into their internal ſtructure, on which all 
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their ſenſible properties depend. By pur- 


ſuing this new light, therefore, the bounds. 
of natural ſcience may poſſibly be extended 
beyond what we can now form any idea 
of. New worlds may open to our view, 
and the glory of the great Sir Iſaac New- 
ton himſelf, and all his contemporaries, 
be eclipſed, by a new ſet of philoſophers, 
in quite a new field of ſpeculation. Could 
that great man reviſit* the earth, and view 
the experiments of the preſent race of 


electricians, he would be na leſs amazed 


than Roger Bacon, or Sir Francis, would 
have been at his. The electric ſhock it- 
ſelf, if it be conſidered attentively, will 
appear almoſt as great as any diſcovery ' 


that he made; and the man, who could 
have made that diſcovery by any reaſon- 


ing a priori, would have been reckoned 


a moſt extraordinary genius; but, elec-: 
trical diſcoveries have been made fo much 


by accident, that it is more the powers 


of nature than of. human genius that 


* When you wrote . 1 preſume, you had wot 


diſearded 1e the popular dodrine of a wal. 


7 * excits 


0 
tr excite our wonder with reſpect to them.“ 
Theſe appear to have been the ideas you 
formerly entertained of human reaſon; yer, 
ſtrange to tell! this imperfe& thing is now, 
I apprehend, your idol. I am no enemy, 
but a friend, to your deity, when in his 
Proper ſtation ; bur T can neither believe, or 
allow, that he 1s a 1 e for e our 
adoration, + 
What has he hitherto done for his follow- | 
ers? Has he not generally bewildered them, | 
and left them in the dark? I believe he has 
miſled the moſt favoured of all his followers. 
But little is known about the beginnings 
of learning among philoſophers; the accounts 
we have of them being uncertain, and, per- 
haps, generally! fabulous. There were doubt- 
leſs a great variety of opinions, amongſt the 
ancients, about the ſyſtem of nature; but, 
like Thales, and his ſucceſſors in the Ionic 
ſchool, every riſing philoſopher overturned 
the doctrines of thoſe who preceded him; 
and in fach a dark and unſettled ſtate were 
things when Socrates appeared on the ſtage 
of 1 —_ after he had overturned and ex- 
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ploded the opinions of his predeceſſors and 


contemporaries, he was ſtill left in fo great 
uncertainty as to declare, that, notwith- 


ſtanding ieee, i he knew no- 


thing.” 


Plato, in his e to che —. * 


and Democritus, carried his principles ra- 
ther too far, and gave occaſion to his fol- 


lowers, particularly Plotinus, to run into 
myſticiſm. 85 | | i 
Pythagoras, \ was almoſt the 1 man we 
hear of, among the ancient Greeks and Ita- 
lians, who formed any thing like a true idea 


of the ſolar ſyſtem; but the notions of himſelf 


and followers were clouded with ſo. much 


obſcurity, that Ariſtotle ſeemed to have no 


great difficulty i in confuting them. 

Ariſtotle was both called and conſidered 
the prince of philoſophers; and his writings 
were eſteemed as the ſtandard of human 
reaſon in the ſchools of Europe, Aſia, and 


5 Africa. He and Eudoxus almoſt univerſally 


prevailed, while the tenets of Pythagoras, 


which, probably, were neareſt the truth, 


were nearly buried 1 in oblivion. 


When 


6:90} 

When the PRs periods e of human learn Yrs 
"mentioned by. Pliny, were expired, philoſo- 
phy became confuſion ſtill more confounded; 
and, if nature had conformed to the opinions 
of the philoſophers, it would have been re- 
duced to its original chaos, during the dark 

ages of Gothic and Popiſh ignorance. 
When Copernicus, Galileo, Kepler, Sir 
Iſaac Newton, and. other learned and inge- 


nious men, were employed in the improve- 
ment of philoſophy and the Pythagorean ſyf- 


tem, the followers of Deſcartes, and the 


other ſects, were preſently up in arms againſt 


them: ſomediſputing for their atoms; ſome, 
particularly Mr. Leibnitz, for a Plenum, mo- 


nads, and vortices ; and RG for his god, 
dee the une = oang nt 


0 


Such was, briefly, the "6 of YON 
: and philoſophy before and ſince the begin- 


ning of the preſent century. And even now 
our great men are governed by prejudices; 
nor can they debate with temper, or proceed 
with men of oppoſite principles, in a calm 
and peaceable manner, in purſuit of truth. 
N Jay, ſo far i is human reaſon from having | 
1 | the 
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the power to diſcover, and the will ts pur- 
| ſue, truth, that we have lately ſeen about 


one third part of the Lords and Commons 


of England, (a great biſhop and a great 
judge included,) in parliament aſſembled, 


voting®, indirectly, that Vrong was Right x 
in | order to ſerve, as I ors the prejudice of 


Bout ae es David Levi, is a erg 


beſide yourſelf, can labour more induftrioudy 


to petvert it. 
Now, if ſuch be tem ti of the pic» 
ture of human reaſon, give me leave to ex- 


preſs my aſtoniſhment at your refuſing to 
believe any thing about a God which your 


reaſon cannot comprehend; a God, who is 
farther above the reach of philoſophical diſ- 
coveries than the heavens are above the 
earth. The Scriptures declare he is ineom- 

prehenſible; but what they ſay is of no con- 
ſequence to you: therefore, I will produce 
a few paſſages, to the ſame purpoſe, from a 


philoſopher, who was a diſciple w_ a zea- 


5 Os the e 5 
ous 


(23) 
Jous admirer of Sir Iſaac Newton; and, a as. 
ſuch, I hope and am perſuaded, . will meet 
' with more of your reſpect cad any pate 
of Scripture ever did. o 
- # The great myſterious 8 2 0 mads 3 
« and governs the whole ſyſtem, has ſet a 
* part of the chain of cauſes in our view 
© but we find, that, as he himſelf is too 
ce high for our comprehenſion, ſo his more 
* immediate inſtruments in the univerſo 
« are alſo involved in an obſcurity that phi» 
** loſophy is not able to diſſipate ;, and thus | 
* our veneration for the ſupreme Author is 


65 vance in the knowledge of his works. As 
we afiſe in philoſophy. towards the firſt 
cauſe, we obtain more. extenſive views of 
« the conſtitution of things, and ſee his in- 
44 fluences more plainly. We perceive that 
4 we are approaching to him, from the ſim- 
ce. plicity and generaliy of the powers or laws 
« de diſeoyer; from the difficulty; we find 
1 to account for them mechanically; ; from 
n the more and more complete beauty and 
1665 contrivance, that appear to us in the 


e * ſcheme 


always increaſed in, proportion as we ad- _ 


et 
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cc 


cc 
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ſcheme of his works as we advance; ; and 
from the hints we obtain of greater things 
ſtill. out of our reach : bor ſtill we find 
ourſelves at a diſtance from Him, the 


great ſource of all motion, power, and ef 


ficacy; who, after all our inquiries, con- 
tinues REMOVED FROM US, AND VEILED 
IN DARKNESS, HE 1s NOT THE OBJECT 
or SENSE 3 HIS NATURE, AND ESSENCE, rs 
"UNFATHOMABE 3 the more immediate i in- 


ſtruments of his power and energy are 


but obſcurely known to us; the leaſt part 
of nature, when we endeavour to compre- 


hend it, perplexes us; even place and time, 


of which our ideas ſeem to be ſimple and 
clear, have enough in them to embarraſs 


[thoſe who allow nothing t. to be won aire the 
reach of their faculties.” e | 


e We are? from his 3 to o ſeck to 
know God, and not to pretend to mark 
out the ſcheme of his conduct, in nature, 
| from the w_ GENE ideas we are able 


«4 2p Yr — 34 


- ; Marlene! 8 Account of sir Iſaac Newton's phis, 
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Ibid. p. 99. 5 

« He is not the object of ſenſe ; his my 
* ſence, and, indeed, that of all other ſub= 
te ſtances, is beyond the reach of ks our 
N diſcoveries.” Ibid. p. 401. 5 5 
et It is not ſurprifing that we thoutd 5 
er ata los to give a fatisfactory account of 
ce God's ommipreſence. Our knowledge of 
e things penetrates not into their ſubſtance: 

« we perceive only their figure, colour, ex- 

eternal ſubſtance; and much leſs is the 
« divine ſubſtance known to us. As a blind 
« man knows not colours, and has no idea 
ce of the ſenſation of thoſe who ſee, fo we 
c have no notion how the Deity knows and 
His exiſtence andchis attributes are, in a 
<« ſenſible and a ſatisfactory manner, diſplayed 
4 to us in his works; ; but his eſſence i is un 
* fathomable.” Ibid. p. 405. 

I might quote Lord Verulam, and many 
8 other learned authorities, whoſe ſentiments 
coincide with Mr. Maclaurin's, as well as Sir | 
| Tfaac Newton; who never pretended to any 
2 . 
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knowledge about the eſſence of God or his 
made of exiſtence. But, perhaps, your va- 


nity and preſumption may be occaſioned by 


your improvements in experiments, and the 


great facility with which you analyze an 
ounce of air, and draw a drop of green li- 
quor from it. The art of changing the ſtain 


of a radiſh from blue to green, and many 


other momentous | philoſophical diſcoveries, 
may alſo have aided and aſſiſted your reaſon 


in the analyſis, decompoſition, and demon- 
ſtration , of the eſſence, paris, and proper- 
ties, of that Being, who endures from 
eternity to eternity, and is preſent. from 
de infinity to infinity. e ; 


When I conſider the vaſt extent of your 
Mfearetich, particularly this great work of 
comprehending the Almighty, whereby you 
expoſe the ignorance of moſt of the philoſo- 
phers and divines who lived before you, as 


they generally allowed this to be beyond the 


utmoſt ſtretch of their abilities; when I re 


flect, 1 ſay, on this amazing work, I can- 


not avoid feeling myſelf much Furpriſed. at 


* 
5 Ke 3 


. Newt. Princip: p- 578. 
wy finding 


: ( 27 * | 
finding that the whole world has not (as you. 
lately perſuaded yourſelf we ſhould) ſubmit- 
ted to your opinions. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, you do not ſeem to have converted 
your own brother; who, I am informed, op- 
poſes your ce novel doctrines,” with great 
zeal and ability, at Jevit-Jaeet, London, 
and 1 in other places. eee LEGS 

If you are entitled to any clean, we ought 
to believe you have made great progreſs ; 
for, you write thus to Mr. Pitt, (Letter, 


P. 30.) © Aſſure yourſelf, fir, that the Uni- , 


« tarian- Doctrine has already taken deep 
root in the church itſelf,” and it is a plant 
« of ſtrong conſtitution, and makes vigorous 
< ſhoots.” The preſent controverſy greatly 
tc quickens its growth; and, in ſpite of all 
e the efforts of churchmen, and of all that, 
« as à ſtateſman, “ you can do to aſſiſt them, 
c the doctrines which conſtitute the peculiar 
ce faith of the church of England, muſt fall 
« before it. And, if the hierarchy will ob- 
e n retain! theſe er 1 W n | 


- That is, in 1 fois of church and ſtate, I fppo. 
| * 1A | ö D 2 e 


. 
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et up the nn to them, it muſt, in 
ec time, fall with them.” N 
This, fir, is a proſpect, which, toa 10 


tleman of your fentiments, muſt be pleaſing 
beyond deſcription. You tell us that your 


endeavours, toward the accompliſhment of 


this defirable object, have been crowned with 


.. conſiderable ſucceſs; and ſucceſs was con- 
fidered by your anceſtors, the diſſenters of 


the laſt century, as a juſt criterion of a juſt 
cauſe ; ſo that your cauſe, drin to this 


maxim, muſt be juſt too. 


Now, that ſucceſs is the real 1 for 


judging a juſt cauſe by, cannot be doubted; 


for Eſau ſucceſsfully prevailed upon four 


hundred men to go with him, for the pur- 


poſe, as I conceive, of nn. * bro- 


thet. See Gen. Xxxii. 


Korah, Dathan, and Aa — 
excited the children of Iſrael to rebel againſt 


| Aaron and Moſes, their lawful govcrners in 


church and ſtate, Numb. xv. 
Balaam, by his advice, ſueceſsfully * ed : 


| he. children of Lirael o 1 Numb, 
| AV. 


Abſalom i 


; ov» 
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Abſalom ſucceſsfully. N againſt David, 
his father, and e his wives. 8 2 Sam. 
xv. 

Manaſsch ſaccefoully difrroyed the churek 
his father had re-eſtabliſhed. 2 Kings xxiĩJ. 

Judas Iſcariot (which, perhaps, is 2 caſe 
ae in point) ſucceſsfully betrayed. his a 
and Maſter, Jeſus hui. to the Jews and 
Romans. 
Cæſar and 3 ſeeceſiſaly preyailed 
upon their ſoldiers to engage in a vil, war, 
to nearly the ruin of their country. . 

That holy preacher," and fighter of the 
"Js s battles, Saint Oliver, prevailed upon 
the preachers. of che laſt century (for, in his 
time, great was the company. of the preacbers, 3 
to plunge the weapons, both of their ſpi- 
ritual and carnal Warfare, into the bawels of 
their country; to the utter oyerthrow and 


ruin of all order and lawful , both 
in church and ſtate. 
Similar inſtances might be produced, al- 


moſt withaut number; and I might enter | 


into a long panegyric on the ſucceſſes of 
John Cade: Walter Tyler, Ferkin Warbeck, 
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and other iluftrious heroes, who were pro- 
duced by our own and other countries in the 
s of old. But I decline proceeding any 
art 0 as ſuch a diſplay of learning could 

oſſibly be productive of any novelty, 
5. is, entertainment, to a gentleman of 
your boundleſs reaſon and knowledge. 

” Give me leave, however, to fay, that 1 
am convinced neither the doctrines or hie- 
rarchy of the church of England will fall ſo 
long as our preſent beloved Sovereign con- 
tinues on the throne. He ſeems to have too 
proper a ſenſe of religion to ſuffer it to lie 
at the mercy of thoſe who are gone about 
after vain jaiglings. ' But no man knoweth 
what fhall be after him. Eccl. vi. 12. Nei- 


ther can we tell what may happen after he 


is taken from the ſcene of action. A Man- 
neſſeh ſucceeded a Hezekiah, and a Tiberius 


an Auguſtus; and, as there is no new thing 
under the ſun, the like may happen again. 


Nay; I fear, the ſigns of the preſent times 
are too alarmingly' portentous of it. Seneca 
tells us, that, in the time of Tiberius, it was 5 


not fafe'to be honeſt, but the greateſt villain 
DIE . ſucceeded 


"hg 


3 0 31 T) | 
| ſucceeded beſt 3 there is a party in this 
country, who ſeem. tolerably well qualificd 
for the renewal of ſuch times; for, the wri- 
tin SS of their: /ewd. hirelings, * ſuch as ſty le 
themſelves Peter Pindar, &c. do ſhew that 
(even now they are diveſted of that power 
they ſo eagerly graſp after). the men, wh. cut 
the leaſt figure in the catalogue of aduke 
fornicators, ſwindlers, and gamblers, are thoſe. 
Who are moſt expoſed to their ſcorn and ri- 
dicule: and one of the heavieſt charges they 
bring againſt the Right Hon. William itt 
is his want of thoſe qualificationss. 
_ Now, when men of ſuch principles as theſe 
come to govern, we may have reaſon to fear 
that religion will be ſet to ſale; and, if the 
_ diſſenters will furniſh a large fund for the 
| gaming-tables; ſtews, and other places of 
worſhip, .. reſorted to by. the gentlemen in 
__ queſtion, then the church of England may 
be expected to fall, and the ſe&, who can 
| bid higheſt for its ruin, may riſe in its place. 5 
The wicked wall on every fide when the vileſt 
men are exalted. . xXx. 8. $3 and, of 
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N un of its üegreble period, then b 
umplis the proſpect whereof —_ you ſto _ 
much ekultation; will be realized. | 
The partizans,' I allude to, pretend to be 
the champions of liberty; which word liberty 
6oght, in my opinion, to be changed into 
Nbertinpm, or Ticentivifneſs, to make it ap- 
plicable to them. They appear to me to be 
uch men as are ſpoken of in 2 Peter ii. f 
18, 19. Who, when they ſpeak great felling 
words 'of vanity, themſelves are the ſervants 
of corruption. Under a pretence of liberty, 
they have already ſet the reins of licentiouſ- 
neſs" looſe; and, when they Set into power, 
they will doubtleſs ſet ſpurs to it too. 
Hitherto the church ſtands firm; and the 
uranglings of Mr. Beaufoy about the Teſt- 
Act, and thoſe of a certain crazy earl, upon 
whoſe'brains; L apprehend, your books have 
been ſitting as a hen upon eggs, and turned 
them addle, about Hberty of conſeience and 
tirhes, only ſerve to expoſe the weakneſs 
nd bſurdity of its adverſaries; but, when 8 
the party, above alluded to, come to govern, a 
you ach ave: ſome reaſon to hope 1 that the 
ruin 
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ruin of the ſtate, out of ſpleen to the church, 
will be effected in the day of their power: for, 
py they are thus deſcribed by the late learned 
Dr. Newton, biſhop of Briſtol, in his life 
and anecdotes. « All their words and ac- 
ce tions plainly ſhew that they would ſtick at 
nothing, would ſacrifice every thing, would 
e move even hell itſelf, to get into place; 
c and, reſolved to ruin or to rule the fate, 
0 would rather ruin than not rule it. They 
ce have, both in the houſe and out of the 
houſe, advanced and propagated ſuch le- 
1 velling notions as would not only be the 


e ruin of our happy conſtitution, but are 


ce ſubverſive of all law, of all government, 
and all ſociety, whatever. And you muſt 
know that it has often been aſſerted, if not 


proved, that the church and ſtate of Eg . 


land muſt ſtand or fall together. 
Another circumſtance, which you conſi- 
der as a proper ſubject for exultation, is your 
having, as you ſuppoſe, ſilenced the biſhops 
of Worceſter, St. David's, &c. — but this is 
quite a miſtaken kind of joy; for, I know | 
__ thar thoſe learned divines confider you in the 


end 


af 


— 


2. 


4 * 


4 


5 . a . x 


hos Licks: as ag would one. * thoſe good 
old women, where with our country abounds, 
_ who are frequently quarrelling with their 
- neighbours, and think the glory of ſuch con- 
. teſts conſiſts in, their. having the lat word. a} 
therefore the biſhops. conclude it is vain to 
contend with you; becauſe, according to the 
old phraſe, they cannot anſwer one word of a 
eue. 
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_to ee in it; 2 55 it alias: Properly be 
called a digrefſion to ſhew how the two gods, 


known by the names of Paſſion and Prejudice, . | 
i ag triumphed over your god, Human Rea- 


There is another god, to whoſe autho- 


: _ your idol pays abject homage, namely 


a 


Folly. Under the banner of this deity, k 
preſume may rank the Epicureans, Sceptics, 


and a variety. of other antient ſects, whoſe 
followers! in practice, though not in name, 


5 compoſe, perhaps, a great majority amongſt 


mankind at the preſent day. Now. all theſe 
pretend to he worſhippers of your god; for, 
they all think they are acting agreeable to the | 
principles of reaſon. : They e can 9 their 


| own. 


. 0 

own i tems and practices, and ridicule all 
others. 55 in matters of feligſon, all ſets | 
defend their own ſchemes, and reaſon makes 


| them attempt to ridicule” alt others, not a- 
; mong Chriſtians "only, "but alfo among Jews, 


Turks, and Pagans. In feſpect t to religion, 
Reaſon, or otherwiſe Folly, has made you, 
moſt profound and learned fir, almoſt a com- 
plete weathercock. You have veered to the 
cardinal,” and ſome of the- collateral, Points - 


of the compaks. | You have proved Trinita- 


rlanifm, Arianiſm, Socinianiſin, Unitarian- 


”; »IF 


iſm, Kc. to be true and falſe, alternately. | i 


Your . preſent religion begins now to grow 
ſtale, and is almoſt" diveſted of its novelty; 


* 


therefore I may infer, from your former prac-" 


1 wks 


tices, that y vou will erh exchange it for a- 
nother new thing: at leaſt 1 am juſtified in 
the ſuppoſition; - for, you write thus to Dr. 
Price, (Letters, p. 168,) ir I have gone 
« through all theſe changes, and I will not 
4. pretend to l when ny creed will be fix-" 


g 255 ot: x 
Whether you vil acknowledge 8 a 
convert to N Levi, and enter into an 
N . * 
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-þ affeciation with that worthy man, Lord George 
Gordon, or become a Mahometan, time on- 


ly can diſcover; for, at preſent, your re- 


ſpect ſeems to be pretty equally divided be- 
tween Jew and Turk. But, I obſerve you 


plead for a toleration of Heathens too :* this 1 


will 


* Letters to the Students at Oxford and Cambridge, 55 
p. 70. I here take leave to obſerve, that no words are 
liable to greater abuſe than Freedom” and Tole- 
ration; the literal meaning whereof ſeems now to be, 


that others ſhould allow us what we would never con- 


cede to them. Some viſionary ſpeculators give them a 


latitude, not only beyond the utmoſt ſtretch of reaſon, 
but beyond the limits of common ſenſe. We have 


lately had paragraphs in the news-papers, (I do not pre- 
tend that you were the writer of them,) recommending 
to the legiſlature to ſet up the worſhip of Mahomet. 
This would be tolerating a religion, the principles of 
which lead its profeſſors to make proſelytes to it by fire - 


and ſword ; and, if you were to lead over all your fol- 


lowers to it, which you probably flatter yourſelf are 
half the country, we might have deſperate times again 
upon the firſt crowing of the prophet's cock: for, I do 


not ſuppoſe the nature of his diſciples is altered, only 
- they do not make ſo great inroads'as formerly on thoſe | 
af a contrary faith, becauſe they find ſome of them will 


fight for it, The Ruſſians have been particularly in- 
.Rrumental 


gn x 

vill make a third new religion - and, if ever 
you ſhould be beaten from the remaining 
holds, held open to you by Moſes and Ma- 
homet, you might be under a © philoſophi- 
cal neceſſity” of taking ſhelter at laſt among 
theſe pure and natural profeſſors of religion. 
And you can as eaſily change to either of theſe 
as to any of the former deſcriptions ; or you 


frumental 3 in cooling their religious zeal. As to tole- 
rating the Heathens, which you recommend, this would 
| be abſolutely running ſtark mad. It would truly be a moſt 
ſublime and animating fight to behold a company daily 
_ aſſembled at: Charing-Croſs to worſhip the ſtatue of 
King Charles: the fine brazen images in the different 
ſquares i in and about London would doubtleſs all have 
their worſhippers ; ; for, they would make much finer 
| gogs than many of the Heathen are accuſtomed to. 
| Now, for my own part, I do not ſee that government 
have any right to revive theſe cuſtoms which are ſo 

much out of faſhion in Europe, as they would thereby - 
make our country an object of ridicule to ſurrounding : 

nations, much leſs is there any fate or philoſophical ne- | 

_ ceſſity for it. I dare ſay St. Venner, and a great num- 
ber of thoſe holy men who flouriſhed in the. laſt.centu- 
ry, thought they ought to be rolerated to kill all thoſe 
who were ens their * * the fifth monarchy: 


can 


* 
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(3) 


can change and explode your preſent religion 

as caſily as you blow. out the brains of a frog, 

or mouſe, or rat, or cat, or a dog's eyes, 
with an electrical battery 3“. or as caſily as a 

certain great Welſh; ; biſhop, (ever. fond of. 
oppefe tion, from, Perhaps, ſome favourable . 
definition he has given of the word, without 
ſubmitting his ſenſe of it to the Lord Chan- 
cellor for correction, ) after analyzing the 
church of England in his chemical labaratory, 5 
decides that it hath erred,” in 10 tion tt 
tl and his whole: order. 

Or, as eaſily as Squire Gibbon, that "MX 
gant ſcraper of hiſtory, inſinuates that brother 
Pagan was univerſally mild and tolerant in 
matters of religion, and that the early Chriſ- . 
tians formed a very important exception to 
this "daſs *. general ampeghmane 
kind. : Cn 
Or, with the ſame facility as you prove 
that all the paſſages in the Scriptures, and 
the fathers, which, inculcate the doctrine of 
the-Frinity, are ſpurious and an. 5. 


en hc 4 


Hiſtory of EleAricity, nl. ll. p. 25 3, ac. 


5 h 


© contrary doctrines, are pure and genuine. 


„ : 
and char thoſe; which teach all your Tundry 


F | ks Rana 


When I reflect on theſe, and millions of 


other, extravagances, committed by the pre- 


fenders to reaſon, I muſt own there appears 
to me to be a neceſſit for a more infallible 
guide, | If there were none more perfect, as 


; arguments are endleſs, I believe 1 Thould 


| ſoon become a ſcepric, andi renounce all al- 


legiance to this imperfect god, who 1 is by. no 


means adequate to the diſcovery | or. the pur- 
ſuit of truth. For our comfort, however, 
many Chriſtians do ack nowledge that there 


g* * — ee 


is a book in the world, called Scripture, | 


| which contains a perfect rule of richt. R And, 


for my own part, notwithſtanding all your 
pious exhortations againſt our ſubmitting our 


reaſon to faith, 1 take leave to ſay, in the 


1 words of that great reaſoner, Chillingworth, 25 
« Propoſe me any thing out of this book, 
40 and require whether J believe it or no; 


= l at 544 


| « and, ſeem 1 it never fo incomprehenſible to 


R 


| 1 human reaſon, 1 will ſubſcribe it with 


Wy I 
22 * > +4 * 3 


- 


Chap: Fn tea. 56. 


ce hand | 
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— 
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ec hand and heart, as knowing no demon- 
i ſtration can be ſtronger than this, — God 
«hath ſaid ſo, therefore it is true“? 


I would not be underſtood to decry the 


uſe of reaſon, I ſpeak only againſt the abuſe 


of it. I have employed that ſmall portion, : 


which Providence has diſpenſed to me, in ex- 


amining the known ſyſtems of religion; and 
I find that contained in the Bible to be moſt 
agreeable to nature and to my reaſon. I have 


farther exerciſed this faculty, in the examina- 


tion of ſuch ſyſtems of religion 'as are pro- 
feſſedly, or apparently, drawn from the Bible; 


and it appears clear to me, that the doctrines 


and faith of the church of England are more 
conſonant to Scripture than thoſe of any 
diſſenters or ſets whatever. 
beg leave farther to remark, that Ic con- 
der reaſon as the nobleſt faculty i in human | 
nature, when employed for good purpoſes ; 
that is, in all the uſeful offices of common life, 
in the arts and ſciences, and in all the buſineſs C 
of true philoſophy. And, even in things 
pertaining to religion, ir ſhould be like a 
watchman on the walls of a city, to take 
i care 


PET I TO 


care that no enemy makes inroads upon us. 


It will diſcover to us whether our faith be ge- 
nuine, by producing its peaceable works, love, 
Joy, peace, &c. It will ſhew us whether the 
tree be good, by examining its fruit. Such, 
I conceive, to be the proper offices of reaſon: 


but, when J hear a man ſay he will beliere 


nothing about God, in the Scriptures, which 


cannot be clearly explained to his reaſon, and 
| that this 3 is the rule I ought to follow, I con- 
clude that the man wiſhes me to diveſt my- -_ 


| ſelf of every appearance of reaſon ; for, how 
can I otherwiſe believe that a man, who can- 
not comprehend, perhaps, a millionth part 


of the works of nature, can comprehend 3 Its 
Author? 15 5 


You PR Trinitarians in genera], and : 


the church of England in particular, with 


having drawn concluſions from the Scrip- 


| tures, which muſt be contradictory to them, 
| becauſe they are © abſurd and contradictory 
to reaſon.” How far they may be unrea- 


ſonable, it is poſſible I may, on ſome future 
| occaſion, enquire, | If I ſhould find an op- 
F portunity 
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portunity to Ha this, I may probably f ub- 
mit ſome natural ideas of the doctrine of the 
Trinity to your. conſideration, which have 


not hitherto been much, if at all, taken 


notice of. And my notions, concerning the 
ſyſtem of nature, will differ fo materially 


from the eſtabliſhed philoſophy, that I pre- 


ſume I ſhall convince you, I am no great 
friend to ſuch eſtabliſhments as do not ap- 


pear to me to be founded in Truth. But 


let me here requeſt that nothing I may ſay, 
in attempting to defend the church, may be 


turned into a reflection on it; as 1 confeſs. 


myſelf to be, not only one of the moſt in- 


conſiderable, but, perhaps, one of ;the moſt 


ignorant and unlearned of all its members. 


With regard to you, fir, 1 do not expect 


to be honoured with the leaſt part of your 
attention, except it be as one of thoſe very 


inſolent antagoniſts you ſpeak of in your 
letters to Dr. Horne, (p. 1.) But I think 


no inſolence cap exceed that of Micaiah i 
Towgood againſt the church; or your's to 


Dr. 


” 4}: 
Dr. Horſley.* Nay, if all you ſay is to be 


| believed, churchmen muſt be a complete ſet - 
| f corrupt or blind fois or knaves: and 


Thave ſuppoſed nothing much worſe than this 


about you. I do not pretend to ſay that | 
you have directly called us à ſet of rogues: 


but, T muſt allow you the merit of having. 
a genteel round-about way of doing this. 
We churchmen do not know how to practiſe 


thoſe' arts; for, many of us are accuſtomed 


to trade, and, according to the common 


phraſe, e know the world;“ therefore, if 
any man ſhould come into our warehouſes 


or ſhops, and make uſe of mueh fine lan- 
guage, we ſhould be apt to ſuſpect he was 
ſome ſwindler, who intended to cheat us out 


of that. property by craft, which the laws 


protect from force: Tow far thi is maxi m 


may be applicable to an author; 1 fall not 


# The ſermons I po: heard from this learned pre- 
late have given me particular pleaſure. He enters 


into doctrines, and explains them; which I think 


divines ought to do; and not merely content them- 
ſelves, like the generality of our Phlegmatie preachers, - 


with proving, Fr, that virtue is pray; aner, 
* ratings fecndys _— rape is 25. We Iv. 
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determine, but ſhall leave it to your decifion, 
who are. much more. converſant in the bu- 
ſineſs of authors than I can poſſibly be. How- 


ever, you muſt not expect any very fine 


ſmoorh ſpeeches from us. Nay, in the great 
hurry and confuſion, which is the neceſſary 


- conſequence of attack and defence, when you 


are ſapping, or mining, or ſcaling, our bul- 
warks, and thundering againſt them, like 

Hector at the Grecian camp, you muſt not 
wonder at a little roughneſs; no, not even 
if your wig (that hive of knowledge) ſhould 
ſometimes get a little powdering from ſuch 
a miſſile weapon as that wherewith Joſeph 
Andrews is ſaid to have note the captain. Cy 
For my part, I am content to be over- 
looked, amongſt that ignorant herd of in- 
truders on your patience, 2 are apt t to paſs* 
| over, 


Wn I ge” a F ra the country, who had a 
pretty flower-garden, and one. day he found 2 little | 
girl trampling on ſome of them; whereat he was ſo | 
. much. enraged, that he followed. her to the door of Aa 


brewhouſe, and, with ; a blow. on the head, be beat . 


SO of oa 


at 


* 


3 


a): 


over, when you demand adverſaries of g  great= 
er dignity and learning than thoſe you have 
hitherto contended with; which; 1 believe, 
has been the caſe in almoſt all your letters. 


' - Take Goliah of Cath, 2 aol: all the armies 


1 the living God. c 100 
Agreeable to the cuſtom of thoſe who make 
bables: I ought to have written a preface to 
this letter; but Thad no materials fit ſor the 
purpoſe. I cannot plead chat I write during 
my leiſure-hours, or to employ my time 
in the country; nor do I write for bread; 
for, at preſent, J have plenty of work and 


| bread too. I could not, therefore, have ſaid 


any of thoſe” fine things which are neceſ- 


ſary for a preface; ſo that, contrary to the 
rule of book- makers, I muſt write my pre- 


face at the latter end of my work. I can 


give no good reaſons for writing to you, be- 


cauſe. mY have had letters Fong abler 


it to o pure impertinence 3 ls it may bh orca- 


15 


' orc] | 


at rhe fartheſt fide of t the place.” 1 think of this when 
I ſee how you diſmiſs thoſe who' dare to of on 
' your V N 8 


| fide: 


1 
N 


( „ 
| fioned by the frequent, defiances you have 
thrown. out againſt us, which is a kind of | 
menace,; or inſult, a true-born. Briton can- 
not eaſily put up with. 
I ſuppoſe if any man were to 8 all — 
: 104 as you have defied churchmen, there 
are nene of the diſciples | of the late Mr. 
Broughton, thoſe ingenious men who have 
invented a new. phyſical mode of bleeding 
one at the noſe for a ſhilling, but would be 
eager for a trial of ſkill with him; and you 
are at liberty to attribute a ſimilar diſpoſition 7 
to mie: which, wil obviate aer ON 
ere. 2120 127 ; 
_ - .» Should you be difpleaſed a at SOL you. may 
call « profane drollery, as you denominate 
ſome of the Rev. Mr. Jones's writings, or if 
vou ſhould confider mine as a light and triyial 
manner of addreſfing you, I do aſſure you that 
ir is entirely owing to yourſelf. For, what 
inferior genius, like me, vould enter into 
ſertous reafoning with a man, who n. 
Moſes to be © lame in his accounts, and 
Paul to be « an. inconcluſive reaſoner,” at : 


bs 4 
1 


his pleaſure ? = 


nt tear wil 
: When 


47. * 


When 1 AT on the lengths to which . 


you have proceeded, I cannot avoid feeling 
myſelf ſurpriſed that you have not attempted 
a reviſal of the Academic philoſophy amongft 
us, e pe you might prove that nothing 
is certain, nothing is ſure. I would even 
recommend your diſproving Euclid's demon- 


ſtrations; for, if J miſtake not, a late wri- 


ter has hinted at ſome improvement of them. 
But I am going on too faſt; for, this would 
be making open war upon your god, Reaſon. 
However, it would be little more than .he 
_ deſerves, for ſuffering himſelf to be puzzled 


ſo many ages, by that ſimple thing, called 


Ariſtotle's Rota, Should you be inclined 


to revive this kind of. learning amongſt us, 


your ſucceſs in the pulpit would, doubtleſs, 


equal that of Arceſilaus or Carneades; and 


FORM ould carry all before you, like Nor- 


Vegian mice, or Arabian locuſt, in the field 
of controverſy, Nor would your reviving 7 


the academic kind of learning be more ri- 


diculous or abſurd than your attempting. 


to compoſe a church, conſiſting of Socinian 
| Chriſtians, Unitarian . Arian Chriſ- 
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tians, Jew Chriſtians, Mk Chriſtians, 


and Heathen Chriſtians, If J miſtake not, 


Mr. Leibnitz has ſome where called the tenets 
of Spinoza un Carięſian iſme outrè: and I am 


much inclined to conſider the religion of each 
of che above · mentioned ſects as un ee, iſme 


. outre. 


A late raten, in 1 an "author was 
concerned, has ſhewn how dangerous i it is 
to write againſt a warrior. But yours is "YL 
general engagement ; like the ſon of Peleus, 


you are ſcowering the fields defore you, and 


ready to aſſault our bulwarks ; ; therefore I 
hope I have no partial evil to fear, as I may 
eſcape unnoticed and unhurt in the general 
confuſion. Beſides, in the late war with your 
dear Friend, Dr. Price, you aſſure him, that 
your © mutual wonder” at the feats of va- 
lour performed. by each © will only produce 
ce a friendly ſmile,” (Letters, p. 100.) While 


one of you 1s fighting to knock Chriſt on the 


head, and the other to bruiſe his heel, inſtead ; 


of falling together by the ears, as two of the 
canine ſpecies would about their bone of 
' contention, as ſoon as your. ſkirmiſh 3 Is over, | 


you 


[ a} 


you aa each others goodneſs of * I; 


like any two gownſmen a at Kere 
who fall violently o out about that kind of ge 


lineſs called gain, and, when the battle 's 


11% J 1 


ended, enjoy the fruits of their labours over 
a friendly bottle. Some people, indeed, 


« feloniouſly, wilfully, and of their malice 


« aforethought, not having the fear of\God 


before their eyes, but, being mo ved and 


cc * ſeduced MX the inſtigation of the 26 


S 7 t# 


way, 5 two great doctors have of u un We | 


our Saviour, to that friendſhip of Hered and 
Pontius Pilate, which commenced about un- 
4 of him. 


#4 4 4 „ 


Finally, ſir, permit 1 me to Gere chat, Ys 
for the ſettlement of ſome differences be- | 


tween you and Dr. Price, you cell him you 
muſt wait the great teacher, Death. (Ler- 


ters, p . 171.) But, I mult be allowed to 
cone you, that this is directiy contrary to 


an example ſet you by « one of the wiſeſt of 
humankind, We are told (2 Sam. xvii, 23. J 
chat Ahithophel put bis houſebold in order ; ; 


which, I ſuppoſe, means, he ſettled all his 
S Altair 
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righrebus body of men. 


( 


affairs in this world, before he knocked at 
the door of the king of terrors, and demanded 


an entrance into the otber. Such an inſtance 


of ſuperior wiſdom is exhibited in the laſt 
act of that great man, that 5 cannot avoid | 


recommending i it to the attention and i imita- 


tion of philoſophers in general ; | and more 


particularly to you, and ſuch: others as are 
pleaſed with novelty and changes. An ad- 


mirable expedient this, by which Squire 
Gibbon, or any other man of an enlarged g ge- 


nius, whoſe. native country happens to con- 
ſiſt of people called Chriſtians, may delivet 
himſelf from the converſation of ſuch an un- 

8 5 <0 WJ SEE: 1c1 : 


Allow me alſo to remark, that, in the pre- 


ſent diſpoſition of your mind, you would not 


be altogether fit for an inhabitant of that 


other country, which we vulgarly call Hea- 
| ven. I am afraid you would not be able to 
remain quiet chere; for, you ſeem as if you 
already premeditated ' a controverſy with Mo- 


ſes for putting off ſuch © lame accounts” 


upon the world ; and with Paul, for writing 


cc « antitheſes, « on which no very ſerious ſtreſs 
cc can 


Ap 


Ny 
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de can be laid, on no other authority than 


that of his having the ſpirit of Chriſt for a 
dictator. But, you would ſoon demonſtrate 
to him the abſurdity of this pretenſion, by 
proving Jeſus to be a * mere man like our- 
5e ſelves, and that we have no ſouls or ſpi- 
rits, conſequently there could be no ſpirit in 


Chriſt. In proceſs of time you might feel a 


diſpoſition to go a little farther than this, 


and to inquire, (as you muſt there be an ad- 


vocate for. Free Inquiry, “) by what right, 


: title, or tenure, it is, chat the Almighty, 


"v0 Sole reigning, holds the tyranty of heaven. 


| On States being made into this mat= 


ter, by yourſelf and other learned men, you 


might. find this to be © abſurd and contra- 
« dictory to reaſon,” and, like the Teſt-Act, 


an unjuſt and arbitrary conſtitution. As you 
are an enemy to © all eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſh- 
cc ments whatever,” and an advocate for 
every man's having a right to lead himſelf by 


the noſe, inſtead of being led by others, you 


Might be diſpleaſed with the order and regu- 
larity of cheir religious ceremonies in that 
"RS place; 


. 


place; and, among ſuch an abundanee of in- 


habitants, you could hardly fail to draw ſome 


over to your opinion. But, as our ſupreme 


head of the church there is very learned, for, 
be knoweth the very fecrets of the heart, you 


would be preſently found out; ſo that we 


poor ignorant people, who ſhould be con- 


tented with ſuch things as God has thought 


beſt, ſhould have the high diverſion and en- 


rertainment of ſeeing ſuch another nine days 


race of philoſophers as that which Milton 


deſcribes in the latter part of his fixth book. 
In this caſe there would be no occaſion for 


your © own” motte“ (ars longa, vita brevis } 
to urge your making haſte; for, contrary to 
the nature of things in this world, I appre- 


hend the race would there be to the ſwift, 


and the battle to the ſtrong. 

It might not, therefore, be amiſs if you 
were to take one retroſpective view of things, 
before you ſet off upon that long journey, 
whence no traveller ever returns, inſtead of 
puſhing forward, as you have heretofore done, 


from one foolery to another, The DO 


. wo Lerters to Dr. Horne, p. 40. 


8 maxim, 


N 


F 


( 53) 


maxim, * look before you leap,” is not the 
worſe for being old; and, ſeriouſly recom- 
mending it to your attention, I beg leave to 
ſubſcribe _ with * reſpect, 

8 I'R,* 


Tours, &c. 


| A VOLUNTEER. 


®* 140 not call you Reverend, becauſe I have ſome 


doubts about the propriety of your pretenſions to that | 


